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PREFACE. 



The following sketches arose out of my appointment 
to visit the Amrnal Synod of the Belgian Protestant 
Church in 1878. When the Synod closed, I com- 
plied with the earnest invitation of the brethren to 
visit as many of the churches as I could overtake. 
In this way I became the guest of Pastors and 
Evangelists, and mingled freely with the people of 
all classes. I had thus very favourable opportuni- 
ties of learning the condition of things among our 
fellow Protestants in Belgium. 

It has been thought that a re-publication of the 
papers I wrote on my return might be of use. I 
have judged it best simply to reproduce them almost 
as they were written immediately after my return, 
when my mind was full of the subject. The refer- 
ences to the relations between the Church to which 
I belong and the Churches of Belgium, therefore, 
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iv Preface. 

remain. But my hope is to deepen the interest of 
readers of all branches of the Church of our common 
Lord in the great work which is being done, in the 
midst of many adversaries, by a small and struggling 
but earnest Church. Among the numbers of our 
fellow-countrymen who annually visit or pass through 
Belgium, some will be glad to have particulars of 
the work of faithful brethren who are spending life, 
strength, and substance, in the cause of the Master, 
and whose labours are being marvellously owned by 
Him. Perhaps some may be induced to go and see 
for themselves, and some, out of their abundance, to 
succour those who, strong in faith, are yet weak in 
the resources of this world. 
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THE BELGIAIf CHURCHES. 



CHAPTEE I. 

INTRODUCTORY. 

No country welcomed the Eeformation of the 
sixteenth century more warmly than Belgium. 
Priests, monks, laymen of all classes, embraced 
the Gospel, brought to light once more by the 
instrumentality and through the works of Luther 
which were widely diffused Of these converts many 
became preachers or disseminators of the truth in 
more private ways. The ancient spirit of Flemish 
independence was reawakened. Some, no doubt, 
sought chiefly the establishment of political freedom; 
but multitudes longed and struggled for liberty of 
conscience. The tide of awakening passed over the 
whole land, and noble men were raised up who 
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8 The Belgian Churches. 

were ready to liazard all in the interest of truth 
and conscience. 

Borne trembled lest her degrading yoke should 
be thrown oflf by the nation. She had recourse to 
her accustomed methods: she could not answer 
argument, but she could quench debate in blood. 
The sword and the fagot were her ready and power- 
ful weapons. To Belgium belongs the peculiar 
honour of supplying the first martyrs of the Be- 
formation. These were two young men — ^Henry 
Voes, aged twenty-four years, and John Esch, also 
a youth. The Gospel found them in their quiet 
convent in Antwerp, and they were not afraid to 
confess the truth. This was in the year 1523. 
On being examined by Hochestratus they professed 
their adhesion to the doctrines of God's Word, and 
to the opinions of Fathers and Councils only in so 
far as these were consistent with the teaching of 
Scripture. On the first day of July they were 
conducted to the front of the beautiful Hotel de 
Ville in Brussels, where they were bound to the 
stake. Those faithfid youths conducted themselves 
with fortitude and even cheerfulness, singing Psalms 
and repeating the Creed in testimony of their faith. 
Henry, being asked whether Luther had seduced 
him, replied, "Yea, even as Christ seduced His 
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Apostles." Perceiving that fire was kindled under 
him, he exclaimed, "Methinks ye do strew roses 
imder my feet ! " 

Those earliest martyrs were followed by a long 
and rapid train of sufferers who gave up their lives 
for their Lord. The Church of Christ everywhere 
must look with deep interest on that martyr church 
of Belgium whose blood flowed first in the glorious 
cause. Not least should the churches of Great 
Britain look with sjnnpathy on Belgium ; at a later 
period our own Tyndale, who gave us the English 
Bible, was committed to the flames before the Castle 
of Vilvorde, two miles from Brussels. 

The infamous Duke of Alva and the priests of 
the Inquisition had their wilL Those who could 
sought refuge in other lands. Proscription, torture, 
fire, and blood were reserved for the remnant. So 
effectually were the weapons of persecution em- 
ployed, that, in the view of Eome, the " unity of the 
Church" was restored, not a voice was raised in 
behalf of the condemned doctrine, conscience was 
crushed, and every generous impulse among the 
people was rooted out. Here and there, indeed, 
a secret disciple approached God through Jesus 
only; but wherever such were found, they were 
ruthlessly exterminated. The Church of Kome 
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ruled supreme OTer a d^iaded and enslaTed popula- 
tion. She made a desezt^ and she called it peace. 

For more than two centuries did this deplorable 
state of things continue. The Church of Some had 
lengthened opportunity of leayemng the people with 
her fieJse doctrines, her degrading siqpeistitions, and 
her relaxed morality. She has left her stamp 
deeply impressed upon the nation, and only those 
who are intimately acquainted with that people can 
adequately realise what that implies. Yet» though 
the night was dark and deep and long, a faint 
flicker of dawn appeared at last Some measure 
of toleration was introduced, and a few Protestants 
ventured to show themselTes in some of the Tillages 
of Hainaut and Flanders. The conTulsions of the 
French Bevolution oYerthrew for a time, or paralysed, 
the power of persecution. A few Protestant con- 
gregations were formed, consisting partly of Belgians 
and partly of strangeis. Many of them were 
Grermans and some Dutch. 

Little progress, however, was made, as may be 
judged from the fact that in 1837, when the 
Evangelical Society of Belgium was foimded, there 
were only seven congr^ations, of which four were 
composed of strangers. Their worship was con- 
ducted in French and Grerman. 
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like many other instruments of good to man 
the Evangelical Society took its rise from very 
simple beginnings. In referring to these, I avail 
myself of the narrative given by the devoted M. 
Anet.'^ In 1834 the British and Foreign Bible 
Society commenced a work in Brussels. The follow- 
ing year Mr. W. P. Tiddyt — young, active, and full of 
zeal — ^was sent over to promote the circulation of the 
Bible. To this he applied himself with wonderful 
success. The Book which had nearly disappeared 
from the homes of the Belgians began to be known 
and talked about in some districts. In 1837 a 
peasant from Genval, a village near Waterloo, went 
to the. shop of a woman in Brussels who, in addition 
to her ordinary merchandise, kept a small store of 
Bibles. He asked for a copy of the Sacred Book. 
The shopkeeper conducted him to the Dep6t of the 
Bible Society. The good peasant gazed with aston- 
ishment at the shelves of a whole room loaded 
with copies of the Scriptures, and exclaimed, " One 
thing only is lacking now — somebody to explain to 
us the Word of God." Then turning to Mr. Tiddy, 
he added, "Sir, will you come next Sunday and 

* Histoire de la Socidt^ Evangelique Beige, p. 22. 
t Now the Rev. W. P. Tiddy of the Congregational Chapel, 
CamberweU, New Road, London. 
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preach the Gospel to us? I will meet you with 
music and banners, and we wiU pass before the 
Curb's house." Mr. Tiddy, while declining the 
music and the flags, reported the conversation in 
writing to Mr. Brandram, one of the secretaries of 
the Bible Society in London. Mr. Brandram replied, 
" Find the man, and I will find the money." Pastor 
Vieme of Montb^liard readily consented to under- 
take the task and to devote himself to the work of 
Belgian evangelisation. So early as June of the 
same year we find him established at La Hulpe, and 
conducting meetings in Genval. At La Hulpe a 
few Bibles had already been distributed by a Pro- 
testant family, and had prepared the way. M. 
Vieme immediately found open doors. He visited 
many families and explained in simple conversations 
the doctrines of salvation. When he traversed the 
neighbouring communes, many labourers were ready 
to suspend their toil in the fields and to listen to 
and converse with him. And groups of twenty or 
thirty humble peasants would gather about him in 
his Sunday ministrations. This quiet work was 
hotly opposed by the priests, who brought into play 
aU the arts of intimidation ; but though checked, the 
good work was not destroyed. 

A nearly simultaneous awakening occurred in 
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the Borinage, of which we shall have more to say 
in the sequel. Little companies of believers were 
gathered together in Dour, P&turages, and Mons. 

The nucleus of a Christian Church was indeed 
weak and small when the Evangelical Society was 
formed. The kingdom at that time contained four 
millions of inhabitants, for the most part blinded 
devotees of Eome. Belgium indeed was regarded 
as perhaps the most papal country in Europe. 
Among its inhabitants there were two or three 
thousand Protestants. Of these some hundreds 
only were Belgians ; the rest were English, Ger- 
man, Dutch, &c. There were seven small Protes- 
tant churches at this time, supported by the State, 
but all their pastors were foreigners.*^ Not a single 
pastor, evangelist, or colporteur could be found 
among natives of the country. The resources, too, 
for missionary effort had to be drawn from abroad. 
There were no persons of influence or wealth among 
their adherents. They had need of the Divine 
assurance, — " If ye have faith as a grain of mustard 
seed, ye shall say imto this mountain, Bemove 
hence to yonder place, and it shall remove ; and 
nothing shaU be impossible unto you." 

It was in such circumstances that a few friends 
* This Church now nTiml)eT8 fifteen pastors and three eyangelists. 
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assembled in the garden of the agent of the Bible 
Society, one day in the autumn of 1837, discussed 
the wants of Belgium and laid the first stone of the 
Evangelical Society. An evangeKcal basis was 
agreed upon, and the work commenced. Four pas- 
tors of the State-endowed Church were favourable 
to the movement, and three antagonistic. 

The work of the Society prospered, and in 1848 
the congregations of people gathered out of the 
Church of Eome adopted a constitution essentially 
Presbyterian. They adopted as their symbol. the 
glorious old Belgic Confession of the sixteenth 
century: they claim to be the same Church as 
that of the martyr period. Though all outward 
profession of Protestantism had been stamped out by 
the heel of the persecutor, yet it was found, on the 
introduction of toleration, that a few descendants of 
the faithful of the sixteenth century remained, and 
at length declared themselves. M. Anet compares 
their Church to Lazarus in the tomb. The day 
arrived when the voice of power commanded — 
" Lazarus, come forth," and the dead arose. The 
living Church was the same that had so long lain 
in the sleep of death. 

The Evangelical Society now possesses twenty- 
five churches and five halls, but some of these are 
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heavily burdened with debt. Besides these, a certain 
number of rooms in private houses are lent or let 
to the Society. The Word of God is read and 
preached in forty-two different places every Sabbath 
morning, and many meetings are held during the 
week. During summer there ia much preaching in 
the open air by ministers, evangelists, Bible-readers, 
schoolmasters, and lay volunteers: thus regular 
preaching is maintained in not less than ninety- 
eight towns and villages.* 

Six colporteurs and four Bible-readers are em- 
ployed. The Bible-readers sell religious books and 
tracts like the colporteurs ; but in addition to this, 
they are men qualified to preach at meetings and 
to take the place of the minister when he is ab- 
sent 

The Society makes considerable use of the press. 
It has a monthly maga2dne in the French, and a 
fortnightly magazine in the Flemish language. It 
has also printed a large number of books and tracts. 

There are several day-schools, and the Sunday- 
school is found to be a most prized and important 
means of usefulness. 

There is an orphanage, in which there are usually 
upwards of thirty children. Efforts are being made 
* See Catholic Presbyterian of May 1879. 
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to add to this an asylum for the aged, but as yet 
the funds are insufficient. 

Such, generally, is the Church in which we desire 
to interest the reader. Some of the scenes in which 
the work of evangelisation is carried on are of 
singular beauty. TJie church of Nesson-Vaux, for 
example, is in a narrow valley shut in by richly- 
wooded hills. The river Vestre flows past it, and 
the view from the bridge hard by of dipping foliage, 
and flitting swallows is one not easily forgotten. 
Only an hour from this by railway is the well- 
known Spa, nestling peacefully among its green and 
healthful hills. Beautiful, too, are the imdulating 
fields, and the waving crops of Sart-Dame-Ave- 
lines. Beautiful everywhere are the gardens of the 
country, yielding wonderful wealth of vegetation. 
Among such scenes we propose for a little to linger. 

Bomanism has flung a blight upon the moral life 
of Belgium: but conscience is awakening, liberty 
is beginning to assert itself. A death-struggle is 
now in progress between the power of Ultramon- 
tanism and the power of which the nation is begin- 
ning to feel conscious within itself. There may be 
wavering in the lines of the true and the brave, but 
it cannot be doubtful on which side victory will 
ultimately be secured. Who is to have control of 
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the education of the youfig ? the priests or the 
nation ? That is the all-important question of to- 
day. It is not to be wondered at that the Vatican 
contests this question with terrible earnestness. On 
the answer given to it will depend the mould and 
form of the generation to come. The eye will rest 
with no less interest on the scenes we are about to 
contemplate, when we remember that among them 
this momentous conflict is raging, and that when 
the Gospel comes in, subserviency to the priesthood 
goes out. 
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CHAPTEK II. 

THE SYNOD. 

The impression produced on my mind by the meet- 
ing of the Synod of the "Christian Missionary 
Church of Belgium " was one of deep interest and 
high hope. In portions of Belgium, indeed in some 
whole provinces, the fields are white unto the har- 
vest, but the labourers are few ; everywhere doors 
are open, but only here and there are those foimd 
who can enter in. The work to be done is great and 
inviting, but the financial position is straitened. 

The constitution of the Church is substantially 
Presbyterian. The Synod consists of the several 
pastors, with a representative elder from each con- 
gregation. In addition to these representatives, 
however, the members of the Administrative Com- 
mittee have a seat in the supreme court. This 
arrangement is in the meantime indispensable, be- 
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cause their choicest laymen are put upon this com- 
mittee, and many of them live at such distances 
from any church that they cannot be acting elders. 
Their counsel, however, is invaluable. 

The Synod met in Brussels on the iSth July. 
When I reached it, I found some forty members 
present. The business is conducted with order and 
ability. The reports from many of the churches and 
" annexes " showed important gains from the Soman 
Catholic population, and the promise was held out 
of indefinite extension, could men and means be 
found. The state of the various funds in behalf of 
aged ministers, of orphans, &c., was duly considered. 

Among the questions discussed was a proposal in 
connection with the celebration of the silver wed- 
ding of the King ^nd Queen on the 2 2d of August. 
All through the kingdom preparations were being 
made for loyal demonstrations, and in particular for 
a present from the women of Belgium to their Queen. 
It was proposed that the Belgian Church should 
present the King with a Bible and the Confession of 
Faith of the Belgian Church, which is, in point of 
fact, the symbol agreed upon at the time of the 
Eeformation. The latter part of the motion was 
dropped, and a lively discussion ensued upon the 
presentation of the Bible. It was argued, on the one 
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hand, that the Bible is the Book of all Christendom, 
and wholly undenominationaL On the other hand, 
it was replied that in the eye of the public the Word 
of God was regarded as the flag of Protestantism, 
and that the joyful occasion of the sUver wedding 
was not opportune for displaying that symbol The 
voice of the more cautious party prevailed: the 
decision was against the presentation. It may be 
mentioned that some years ago the King and Queen 
were cast into deep grief by the loss of a child. An 
album was framed by the Church, with as many 
piges as there were congregations, the names of the 
churches heading the pages ; on each page was written 
a text of consolation from Scripture. This volume 
was presented to the Eoyal mourners. The gift was 
graceful, and was graciously received. 

Deputies were present from Holland, the Canton 
de Vaud, the Free Church of Scotland, the Presby- 
terian Church of England, &c. The deputies were 
warmly received, and they were requested to address 
not only the Synod, but also two evening meetings^ 
to which the public were invited. At the closing 
public meeting the Lord's Supper was dispensed, 
under the presidency of the venerable M. Panchaud, 
of Lausanne, who for many years was pastor in 
Brussels. The Free Church of Scotland was ably- 
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represented by the Eer. Professor Blaikie, of Edin- 
burgh. 

In introducing the deputation from the Presby- 
terian Church of England, M. Anet, the general sec- 
retary, said that many years had elapsed since they 
had received any deputy from that ChurcL He and 
M. Durand, who occupied the chair, spoke in most 
affectionate terms of the late Bev. Geo. John C. 
Duncan, of Greenwich. They alleged that his sym- 
pathy and his visits to their Church, at the time 
when it was at the weakest, had done much to en- 
courage their hearts, and perhaps even to keep their 
organisation alive at a critical moment. Listening 
to such words, I felt rebuked because the home 
Church had done so little to strengthen the hands 
of our honoured but struggling brethren. Nor did 
I fail to give expression to this sentiment, and to 
the hope that in future we should endeavour to draw 
closer the bonds that unite us in England to the 
Churches of the Eeformation on the Continent. We 
desired to remember that our own Eeformers in the 
days of persecution had found shelter and welcome 
in the Low Countries, and now, when we were 
stronger than they, it became us to stretch forth a 
helpful hand to the Belgian Church. Could our 
ministers and elders have witnessed the emotion 
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with which Belgian brethren referred to what our 
Church did for them through Mr. Duncan long ago, 
and could they have looked upon the scenes I shall 
describe in this and subsequent papers, I am per- 
suaded that a freer, fuller stream of Christian liber-« 
ality would for the future flow in aid of the noble 
efforts of the Belgic ChurcL M. Anet, in replying, 
made an appeal, first, for material help, and secondly, 
for help in men. He referred to England's and 
Scotland's wealth in Christian young men of educa- 
tion. "Why not send us some of them to reap 
these whitening fields in Belgium? Let them 
spend, early in their course, a year in Geneva or 
Lausanne to master the French language, and let 
them come to us. You do well to send to China 
and India; but is not Belgium a nearer neighbour, 
is not Belgium as needy, and is not Belgium to-day 
as thirsty for the Gospel as any land on earth ? Go 
home (he added), and tell your Church that we have 
need of her young men. Tell them that there are 
fields all round us where souls, wearied with the 
superstitions and priestcraft of Eome, are ready to 
receive the Gospel — fields which we cannot occupy, 
for our pastors and evangelists are already over- 
tasked. Send us men." 

This appeal came with the more power from the 
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general secretary, who has been for thirty years, 
under God, the mainspring of the work in Belgium, 
who has devoted his strength, his talent, his great 
power of organising, to the cause he loves, whose 
house in Brussels is a home of hospitality to all who 
work for the Master in his Church, and to whose 
financial help in circumstances of difficulty it is no 
secret that the Church has often been deeply in- 
debted. He has given himself, body, soul, and 
means, to the cause, and has kept nothing back. 
Such is the man that pleaded for men from England. 
Will the Churches at home respond ? 

For a time the Belgian Church must be in part 
dependent on other lands for her supply of pastors. 
I was somewhat startled by the discovery that of 
all her ordained pastors, only one is a native of Bel- 
gium, viz., M. Hoyois, of Sprimont. Some, however, of 
the evangelists are Belgians. I will not here go into 
the reasons of this state of things. It will no doubt, 
in the course of time, be remedied. The existing 
pastors are supplied by Switzerland and France. 

This diligent and self-denying Church is distressed 
by a deficit, on the year's work, of ;^75o. The 
commercial crisis is one cause of this. The converts 
from Eomanism are as yet nearly all from the work- 
ing class. The progress of the Gospel is much 
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greater among the "Wallons" than among the 
"Flamands." At the public Synod dinner there 
was much pleasant banter between these two classes 
of Belgian Christians. 

After four days of animating discussion and lively 
interest, the brethren dispersed to their varied fields 
of labour, to which we purpose in several papers to 
follow them. 
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CHAPTEE III. 

CHARLEROI AND JUMET CHURCH AND SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
" R]fiUNION DE QUESTION." 

In agreeing to visit the Synod, I had also gladly 
accepted the invitation of the brethren that I should 
visit as many as possible of the churches and 
atations. On the 20th of July I found myseK at 
the railway station of Koux, in the province of 
Hainaut. I procured a strong woman with a barrow 
to convey my bags : the work of the porter in this 
district is generally performed by women. The 
house of M. Kennedy Anet, pastor of Jumet, was 
my destination. Accordingly, we climbed the long, 
steep hill which conducts to Jumet. But our diffi- 
culties were not over when we reached it. Again 
and again I asked, without success, the question 
** Where does M. Anet, the Protestant pastor, live ? " 
"Is it the cur4 you are seeking?" was the usual 
reply. M. Anet had been only a few months in his 
new charge, and Jumet was not the rural village of 
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five or six hundred people wldch I had pictured to 
myselfl It tinned ont to be a commnne containing 
22,000 inhabitants. Here population joins popula- 
tion, so that for leagues together you seem to be 
waUdng through a continuous village. I became 
well acquainted with vast villages of the kind before 
I left this home of industry. At last I had the 
good fortune to alight upon the house of a member 
of the Protestant church, who most courteously 
accompanied me to Gohissart, where the " Temple " 
is. I found that M. Anet had been prevented from 
meeting me by a misunderstanding about the train- 
I was soon comfortably quartered under his hospi- 
table roof. His house — not a manse — faces on one 
side a huge pile of debris from a coal-mine, and on 
the other commands a lovely prospect of well-culti- 
vated, undulating plain. 

For the next day, which was the Sabbath, a full 
programme had been arranged for me. My forenoon 
duty lay at Charleroi I arrived while the Sunday- 
school was going on. It meets in the Temple, the 
classes being scattered in the body of the church 
and in the galleries. At the close all the children 
were collected in front of the pulpit, and were cate- 
chised by the pastor, M. Poinsot. The general rule 
in such services is to avoid controversy, yet an in^ 
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evitable tinge is given to them by the surroundings. 
The lesson was taken from the Gospel of St. Luke. 
"What was the occupation of St. Luke?" "A 
physician," was the reply of several little voices. 
" Was he not a painter ? " " No." « Then they are 
but fables which are told about his having made a 
likeness of the face of Jesus Christ ? " " Yes." The 
children's "instruction" was concluded with the 
singing of a lively rendering of " Oh, that will be 
joyful!" 

When public worship commenced, the Temple, 
which is seated for 400 or 500 persons, was crowded 
in every part, the people clustering round the door 
like bees. In this, as in most cases, the pastor took 
the preliminary services, and I preached. There 
was the deepest attention throughout. One or two 
people dropped in, evidently unaware of the nature 
of the place, and crossed themselves, but waited to 
hear what was said. Before the conclusion the 
service was somewhat interrupted by the sudden 
clang of music in the Place Verte, in which the 
Temple stands, and the passing of a procession 
headed by a huge mediseval-looking chariot, fantas- 
tically decorated. The congregation, however, used 
to such occurrences, were not much discomposed* 
After the service the religious ceremony of a marriage 
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took place, the civil marriage having been celebrated 
three days before. The postponement of the reli- 
gions ceremony had been occasioned by the absence 
of the pastor at the Synod. Both the young people 
were promising members of the chnrcL 

I was somewhat taken aback by the great number 
of announcements made by M. Poinsot to his con- 
gregation. Meetings were to be held in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cbarleroi north, south, east, and west. 
The truth is, that the strength of the congregation 
is derived fix)m the neighbouring communes. From 
various causes the iovm of Charleroi is a good deal 
under priestly influence. There are twenty-four 
meetings for prayer and exhortation held in the 
Charleroi circuit every fortnight. These are con- 
ducted by the pastor when in his power, but gene- 
rally by earnest laymen in the flock. The willing 
activity of the members of the various congregations 
is a most healthful sign. 

I cannot better exemplify the commencement of 
evangelistic work in suburban and rural districts than 
by mentioning a case which had its origin only two 
months previous to my visit. An earnest member 
of the congregation got into conversation on religi- 
ous subjects with an engineer in a Charleroi factory. 
The engineer was interested, and asked his friend to 
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come to his house, and talk of these matters more 
fully. He did so, and was asked to return on 
Friday of the following week. When he arrived, 
he found that his host had asked some friends to 
meet him. He took out his Bible, and expounded 
the Word of God more fully. This went on from 
week to week with steadily increasing numbers, 
many joining freely in the conversation. At the 
end of six weeks the engineer asked his friend if he 
did not tiiink the pastor might be induced to come, 
and give them the benefit of his fuller knowledge. 
It need not be told how gladly M. Poinsot availed 
himself of the opportunity. Next Friday night he 
preached the Gospel to eighty eager Eoman Catholics, 
who had begun to learn not Protestantism so much 
as Christianity out of the Bible for themselves. 
" That is good doctrine," they said ; " it will do us 
good, not harm ; and nothing can be said against it.^' 
Had M. Poinsot himself attempted to initiate the 
movement, there woidd have been suspicion of a 
denomination^ object But springing spontaneously 
from the inquiries of the people, fed by the Christian 
activities of earnest men, and guided by the Spirit 
of the living God, who can tell whereunto this work 
may grow ? 

M. Poinsot, the honoured labourer in thia field. 
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has occupied the post fox thirty-six years. He is 
by birth a Frenchman, and retains the marks of his 
origin in the vivacity and nnmistakable manner of 
his speech, both in public and in private. He was 
converted from Bomanism in his early youth, and is 
thoroughly acquainted with the enemy with whom 
he has to cope. When, amid a hostile population, 
he began his work here, it was whispered about, 
" They are Jews ; they are infidels ; they do not be- 
lieve in the Mass." But a long course of steady 
consistency has lived down aU such opposition. M. 
Poinsot is held in high esteem, not only by his own 
flock, but by the whole population. In such cases 
contrasts are drawn not flattering to the priests, 
when they find that the butchers' and bakers' bills 
are punctually paid by the pastors, and that in all 
things they are men thoroughly to be trusted. And 
thus a favourable sentiment begins to prevail in a 
community towards the pastor and his family, and 
people conclude that the fountain from which such 
waters flow cannot be an impmre one after aH This 
is a kind of advance to which the priests can offer 
little opposition. They used to denounce the Pro- 
testants from the altar, but that day seems nearly 
past. Denunciation led to self-defence> and self- 
defence to controversy, and of all things controversy 
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is what the priest least likes. His doctrines and 
practices flourish best in the dark. 

The congregation of Charleroi consists, almost 
without exception, of converted Eomanists. The 
Temple is in a most eligible position, occupying one 
corner of the public square, but the numbers of the 
congregation have quite outgrown the accommodation. 
'Eleven or twelve people have to sit on a bench 
designed for nine, and strangers can hardly find 
entrance, greatly to the loss of the evangelistic 
movement. The intense heat of the cloudless July 
Sabbath which I am describing gave emphasis to 
the demand for more ample room. Now that the 
fortifications are destroyed, and the old town is free 
to expand on every side, there are signs of rapid 
extension. M. Poinsot has secured a commanding 
site in the most promising of the new quarters. 
But unhappily the commercial crisis came to prevent 
the sale of the old Temple, to arrest progress, and 
to leave the congregation imder a fresh financial 
burden. 

The afternoon of this Sabbath was spent at Cour- 
celles, an annex of Jumet. To this place M. Poinsot 
accompanied me, and we were there joined by M. K. 
Anet. There we addressed an excellent meeting in 
the commodious hall which has been built for the 
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purpose. I was pained to see here and elsewhere 
the work of the harvest field in full activity among 
the Eoman Catholics on the Lord's day. Their 
system to a large extent robs them of the inestim^ 
able boon of a day of rest. 

In the evening we repaired to Lodelinsart, an 
annex of Charkroi. The Protestants have here a 
large schoolroom, and in it a "E^union de Question" 
was to be held. I had to choose between spending 
the evening here or among a remote rural population 
where there was to be field preaching, and where a 
number of Eomanists were sure to be found, as 
many who will not as yet venture into the Temple 
take advantage of these freer meetings in the open 
air. I was, however, particularly anxious to be 
present at a " E^imion de Question," and I found 
myself amply repaid. The schoolroom was more 
than crowded, perhaps a hundred and twenty being 
present. Pastor Poinsot presided ; Pastors Meyhofifer 
and K. Anet were also present. After devotional 
exercises, the president asked if there was any 
difficulty to propose. The first passage suggested 
was that from the loth of Eevelation, about the 
flight of the woman into the wilderness. After this 
had been briefly explained, a young collier rose, 
and read the parable of the unjust steward. " Why 
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did the Lord choose an unjust steward as an example 
in the parable ? What is meant by the expression, 
* That when ye fail, they may receive you into ever- 
lasting habitations ' ? " The president gave an ex- 
position of the passage, and then called on all of us 
who were pastors to contribute what we could to 
the solution of the difficulties. Several men in the 
meeting spoke, after which the young collier rose 
again, and with clearness but modesty pressed the 
points of difficulty, which he evidently felt were not 
to be easily removed. Thus an hour and a half 
passed very quickly. Those who formed the meeting 
had all — and piany of them had recently — come out 
of the Church of Eome, where free inquiry is strictly 
forbidden, where the mind is crippled and restrained, 
and where everything stands upon mere authority. 
It is easy to see what fresh pastures are opened to 
such persons by a meeting of this kind. They 
entered into it with the utmost zest. It was wholly 
a new sensation to be encouraged to inquire and 
discuss for themselves, and it was an honourable 
thing to be on the same footing with their pastors 
as seekers after truth. Such meetings serve a most 
important practical end also — in cultivating the habit 
of public utterance, and in training workers for their 
part in the evangelisation of the coimtry. We have 
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at home private gatherings round the table to search 
the Scriptures; but I am not aware of anything 
among us precisely corresponding to these " Beunions 
de Question," nor do I see why they might not with 
advantage be introduced into England. 

In returning in the late evening towards Jumet, 
our detachment, walking in double file, formed an im- 
posing procession among the villagers. We dropped 
group after group as the paths were reached that 
conducted to the vjuious homes, till only three pas- 
tors were left, who found their well-earned repose 
in the minister's house at Gohissart. Our way lay 
partly among cornfields and partly among the glow- 
ing furnaces of glass and iron works. One intelli- 
gent man, who had taken part in our meeting, 
habitually works aU Saturday night before one of 
these furnaces, that he may have the whole of the 
Lord's day free for personal edification and for 
labours of love. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

BREAKING GROUND — LA ROCHE — PRAYER TO THE RTJLER OF THE 
STORM — A LIFE-LONG WISH GRANTED. 

It is not possible to give more than a few speci- 
mens of what I saw and heard of the good work in 
Belgium. I have been describing the condition of 
a church which has existed for many years. Let 
me now conduct the reader to one whose history 
is comprised in months, that we may become 
acquainted with the commencements of evangelical 
labour in this land. 

About ten months before my visit a young evan- 
gelist, whose duties lie mainly in Brussels, began to 
visit the rural district of La Roche, in the province 
of Brabant. The people were disposed to listen to 
the Gospel, the good report of the evangelistic 
efforts of M. Meyhoflfer in the neighbouring com- 
mune having no doubt contributed to this result. 
So promising were the beginnings of the work, that 
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about seven months ago a pastor was sent to reside 
at Le Faux, a convenient centre for the district. 
The pastor is M. Eidoux, formerly a Eomish priest, 
but now for many years a faithful Protestant pastor : 
he has labomred in both France and Belgium. 

M. Eidoux began by hymn-singing and preach- 
ing in front of the Church of Court St. Etienne 
as the people were dispersing after Mass. A 
crowd gathered round him, when the priest drew 
near with a menacing aspect, making a flutter 
among, at least, the women of the group, like a 
hawk among sparrows. " There is nothing to fear," 
said M. Eidoux ; " hold your ground : you are in a 
free country, and as weU entitled to stand there as 
the priest or I. I come to tell you good news, not 
evil." The people nearly all accepted the advice, and 
since that time they have not been molested. At 
first the priest told the people not to go to hear the 
Protestant pastor; but when he found the current 
of popular sentiment and curiosity too strong for 
him, he changed his tactics, and advised them if 
they went to be sure not to turn Protestants. Then 
reports were diligently circulated that the pastor 
would not remain three weeks among them, and 
that there would be no permanent work. But the 
three weeks passed, and these predictions were not 
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fulfilled; the people continued to come, and a 
nucleus of serious and to some extent enlightened 
inquirers is already formed. The want of a 
" temple " is at first an obstacle. Till that visible 
guarantee is given for the continuance of such a 
work, there is always place for the rumour that 
there will be no more than a flash in the pan. The 
pastor, however, is hopeful that this want will ere- 
long be supplied. A brickmaker has offered to 
give as his contribution ten thousand bricks, and 
masons and joiners will give their labour free. 
Meantime, the meetings are conducted in an old 
dancing-saloon, the little inn to which it was attached 
being now the pastor's house. My bedroom opened 
•off this dancing-saloon. I noticed a curtained re- 
cess to which the dancers used to retire for drink, 
and in which there still hangs a large label with 
the inscription, Lambic, Iambic being a potent kind 
of beer. 

A beautiful walk of two miles from the railway 
station, under the guidance of the pastor's bright 
and intelligent little son, brought me to Le Faux ; 
and as it was still early in the day, I had the 
opportunity not only of hearing M. Eidoux's history 
of the cause, but of visiting with him a number of 
his families scattered in the various hamlets. The 
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first house we entered was one where M. Eidoux 
had to pay an account. It turned out that by an 
omission they had charged three francs too little, 
and M. Eidoux, of course, pointed it out and got it 
rectified. Little incidents like this are not without 
their weight. The people speedily find out that the 
pastor and his family are thoroughly trustworthy, 
that they seek not theirs but them. The house 
was clean and comfortable, and the daughter took 
us round her beautiful garden, which is entirely 
tended, and in the recent droughts had been 
watered, by her own hand. It was literally groan- 
ing under its wealth of fruits and vegetables, the 
soil and climate of the country being alike favour- 
able to vegetation. The young jardiniere attends ' 
the Protestant worship, but her mother does not 
yet join her in this. I observed, however, that she 
gave a very warm reception to the pastor. On the 
previous day a little incident occurred which in 
part explained her feelings. M. Eidoux, overtaken 
in the hamlet by a sudden and severe thunder- 
storm, took shelter in this house. The lightning 
and thunder were for some time almost simul- 
taneous. The storm had burst just overhead. The 
old lady was in great alarm. She flung herself on 
her knees, and crossing herself, passionately called 
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upon the Virgin and saints for deKverance, renew- 
ing her terrified appeals as each new flash gleamed 
across the apartment. M. Eidoux tried to quiet 
her fears. " Be calm ; God rules the storm, and if 
we look to the Saviour, He will take care of His 
own. If we should be struck with lightning, those 
that trust in the crucified Son of God would be 
safe." Observing, however, that her alarms were 
not abated, and that her anguished cries for help 
continued, he said, " Well, if you will pray, let us 
pray together." So saying, he dropped beside her 
on his knees, and offered up a prayer to God 
through Christ on their behalf While he spoke 
she became calm, and at the close of the prayer she 
said, "That does me good. Oh, M. le Pasteur, I 
wish I could pray like you. Where did you learn 
that prayer ? " "I did not learn it," he replied ; 
" I was only telling God what you and I wanted, 
only speaking my thoughts, as they came, to my 
Heavenly Father. And I did not need to go to 
Him through the saints. I just asked Him to do 
it all for Jesus' sake." I shall- expect to hear ere- 
long that the old lady has cast in her lot with the 
people of God. 

The next call we made was upon an old man of 
over seventy years. He is a kind of reformer 
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before the reformation in the commune. He said 
to me, " For very many years I felt that the Eomish 
faith did not meet the wants of my soul ; I longed 
for something else, but I never had heard the 
Gospel, and did not know what I needed. Thank 
God, it has come at last to gladden my heart before 
my journey is done. Oh, sir, I do like to go to the 
temple and hear about Jesus Christ and the way 
of pardon!" This fine old man, who had been 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, lives comfort- 
ably upon his own little property, with his two 
cows, which, as he said, "provide him with milk 
and veal, and turn the sods of the land besides/' 
He has the evening-tide of his life made bright by 
a light from heaven which he had never seen before. 
God has given him the desire of his heart, and his 
cup is full. 

A little further on we met with the colporteur 
of the district, satchel on back. He was well 
pleased, having just sold a Bible in the neighbour- 
ing Estaminet to a young infidel from Brussels, who 
has come here for change of air, but who bears the 
stamp of advanced consumption on his countenance, 
and whose heart is broken by the conduct of his 
wife. We had some talk with the unhappy youth, 
which all the people of the house listened to. May 
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he find in the Book he has bought the pearl of great 
price. 

After a lovely walk over hill and dale, through 
such cornfields as are scarcely to be matched beyond 
this fertile little country, we found ourselves in the 
hamlet of La Koche, at the entrance of a friendly 
house. The mother was sitting before the door 
preparing salad fpr supper, her comely daughter 
carrying water for the household, and the father 
just returning from the finished toils of the day. 
We entered into conversation with them all, and 
found that they were hurrying on with their pre- 
parations to attend the evening meeting. Their 
house is interesting as being the first in which the 
Gospel was preached in La Eoche. Their parlour, 
capable of seating forty or fifty persons, was freely 
given for the purpose, and there the meetings were 
held till the audience outgrew the accommodation. 
Standing on a hillside and looking on slopes covered 
with wheat, potato, and beet, it commands a view 
of rich rural beauty. One could not but hope that 
erelong the seed of the truth first sown on this 
spot may spring up and bring forth its fruit as 
abundantly among these remote populations. 

As we got near home we were overtaken by a 
thunderstorm, which burst upon us with great 
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severity. We were thankful to take refuge in the 
nearest cottage. It happened to be that of a rail- 
way ofl&cial who was out on duty. His wife has 
charge of a barrier that guards a level crossing. 
After some general conversation, M. Eidoux said to 
her, '* You don't come much to the temple, though 
you know that we have the Gospel there." I 
added, "You know that the priest can't forgive 
your sins, that Jesus Christ alone can do that." 
"Oh yes, that is true, but we have never been 
taught that before, and are not used to it." "Why," 
I said, glancing at the crucifix on the mantelpiece, 
" if you believe it is true, do you stick to the old 
ways?" "You see we were brought up in that 
way," was her reply. Nevertheless, both husband 
and wife have been at the temple. 

Quietly the symbols of the old superstition 
disappear. A family had been attending the 
temple a good deal lately, and when M. Eidoux 
called upon them the other day, he found that the 
crucifix had been broken to pieces. In another 
house a young woman who had a highly ornamental 
crucifix had destroyed it, as the pastor discovered 
on visiting her a week before. The crucifix is not 
only an ornament, but sometimes the only ornament 
of a house. It is not easy on various grounds to 
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sacrifice it. But as light breaks in, and the crucifix 
is seen to be the symbol of the superstitious worship 
which has been abandoned, it is got quit of. 

The pastor is everywhere kindly received when he 
visits the people, and respectfully saluted as he passes. 
The recent triumph of the anti-clerical party in the 
State has, of course, an indirect efifect in increasing 
the favourable feeling of the people. In such agri- 
cultural districts as that of which I am speaking, 
there is no doubt a great amount of superstition, by 
which the priests keep some hold upon the people ; 
yet when the Gospel is preached, it becomes evident 
that the villagers have no great confidence in their 
own superstitions, or in those who have encouraged 
belief in themu A woman whom I saw had bought 
a New Testament from the colporteur. The turi 
saw it when he called. " What book is that ? " he 
asked angrily. "The New Testament." "Wliat, 
the New Testament ! You must destroy it ; it will 
bring calamity upon you if you keep it.'^ Next 
day the woman's cow fell sick. " Well, after all," 
she said to herself, "perhaps the cwre' was right; 
what if God is angry with me because of the Book ? 
Yet I know a good many of my neighbours in the 
village that are in the same case. Madame A. has 
a New Testament, and Madame B. has a Bible, and 
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their cows are well enough. At least I'll go and 
read the Book before I bum it." She had hid it 
in a trunk in the garret ; there she found and read 
it. Soon after this she came to M. Eidoux and 
said, " Now, I understand why the curd did not want 
me to read the Testament. It teaches me to con- 
fess my sins to God, and to ask forgiveness of Jesus 
Christ." From that day she has confessed no more 
to the priest, and she is a regular attendant at the 
temple. She and all her children were at the 
evening meeting we held at La Eoche. Her cow is 
in excellent condition. 

I have said enough to indicate the character of a 
commencing work. The Belgian Church acts with 
caution as well as with courage. As yet the Lord's 
Supper has not been dispensed here. The little 
flock must have time to show that their choice is 
firmly made, and that they will not turn back. 

At 8 P.M. the old dancing-saloon was filled with 
between seventy and eighty people. The thunder- 
storm mentioned above had nearly cleared away, 
and it proved, probably, advantageous to our meeting, 
as it dismissed the people from their harvest labours. 
They listened eagerly to the Word, and they sang 
with delightful heartiness, the pastor's daughter 
leading with the harmonium. I closed the day 
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with a feeling of deep thankfulness that the glad 
tidings have been made known to the dwellers in 
the scattered hamlets of this place, and with the 
earnest hope that the simple people who have dared 
to break with the ancient superstition, may be en- 
couraged by soon seeing their Protestant temple 
rising in the midst of them. 
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CHAPTER V. 

PROGRESS Oy THE WORK — SART-DAME-AVELINES — ORGAITISINO — 
AGED CONVERTS— FAMILY WORSHIP— CLOTHED, AND IN HER 
RIGHT MIND — EXTREME UNCTION — A CHILD CONFESSOR — 
KNOWN BY THEIR FRUITS. 

The station of La Eoche which we have just de- 
scribed was but ten months old when we visited it. 
The Church of Sart-Dame-AveKnes, in its immediate 
vicinity, took its origin a little more than two years 
ago. It will be convenient next to view this work, 
exhibiting a further stage of development. 

Here, too, there was great readiness to listen to 
the Gospel. But, as must be expected in such a 
work, there were not a few disappointing cases. 
Moments of crisis occurred, when from threats of 
taking away their daily employment from those who 
attended the temple, and from various other influ- 
ences, the tide seemed to turn for a time against 
the truth. Some proving too weak to stand the 
trial returned to the Mass, others ceased to frequent 
the temple, and contented themselves with reading 
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the Bible at home. Yet in the midst of such sitt- 
ings the wheat remained. " Our adversaries," says 
Pastor MeyhofiFer, " respect us, and often say, ' The 
Protestant religion is very good, but it is too diffi- 
cult to put in practice: therefore it is better to 
continue Catholics.*" To speak thus is to own 
themselves conquered. 

During the past year the work of organisation 
has begun. Two hundred adherents, of whom thirty 
are communicants, have been inscribed on the roll 
of the church. There is much work to be done in 
training these in the various duties of church 
membership. They have to be taught their indi- 
vidual and collective responsibility in maintaining 
and extending the good work ; they have to learn 
to occupy themselves in administering the affairs of 
the church; thiDgs in which they had no share, 
and of which they had no knowledge in the Church 
of Eome. In all this there is need for much as- 
siduity, wisdom, and patience. Committees formed 
of such materials are likely to contain men too 
hasty in action and too fond of exercising suddenly- 
acquired power. Time and trial are needed to put 
the machinery in order. 

Already a Sunday school is formed, consisting of 
sixty children, divided into eight classes. The 
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teachers of these classes are carefully instructed 
beforehand in the lesson by the pastor. A " Chris- 
tian Union " has been formed among the boys, and 
another among the girls. 

One feature which struck me as remarkable, was 
the large number of aged persons who have embraced 
the Gospel. Of the thirty communicants, no less 
than eighteen are over seventy years of age, the 
oldest being eighty-five. I had most satisfactory 
intercourse with a number of these aged believers. 

Work has already been begun at two annexes, 
viz., Frasnes and Villers. Sart is surrounded by 
villages which have scarcely yet been touched by 
the Gospel, and which furnish a noble field for 
future work. The position is central, and happily, 
with the help of good friends, they have succeeded 
in rearing and paying for a pretty and commodious 
temple. In it we held our evening meeting, which 
was well attended in spite of the urgency of harvest 
labours. 

It would occupy much more space than is at our 
command, were we to record all the interesting cases 
we met with, or heard of, in the course of visitation 
along with Pastor Meyhofier ; we shall select a few. 
We had been visiting the beautiful and vast ruins 
of the ancient monastery of Villers, sleeping in. the 
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bottom of its rich and verdant glen. The noble old 
church remains in tolerable perfection; but from 
most of the other portions the roof is gone, and the 
crumbling waUs are made beautiful in their decay 
by their thick drapery of ivy and other plants. 
Over the refectory you walk on a floor on which 
deep soU. has been deposited by the decaying stone 
and time. This forms a natural garden open to 
the heavens, and covered with wild cherry and other 
shrubs and flowers. The silent monastery seems to 
have no relation to the life and movements of the 
present. May we hope that the hoary superstitions 
it represents may, in fhis district, erelong be 
known only as the picturesque but melancholy 
relics of a past, which shall be visited with no 
revival. 

We gladly left behind us these memorials of 
profitless and wasted lives, and bent our steps to- 
wards the abodes of those who hold a purer faith 
and live a nobler life. The first hamlet in which 
we paused was Le Marais, in which I think the 
majority of the inhabitants have embraced the 
Gospel. The men were for the most part in the 
harvest field, but we found enough to repay our 
visit. One young mother, with a baby in her arms, 
was full of joy in her newly-found Saviour. I asked 
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her, " Have you begun family worship since your 
change ? " " Oh yes, we pray together every night." 
" And did you find it easy to begin ? " " No, we 
did not ; so we began with ' Our Father,' and then 
from night to night we just added a few words, 
telling God what we needed, and still we add a 
little from time to time. So you see cela commence 
a rouler!' " Does your husband lead in worship." 
" Comme cela, Monsieur: we just take it turnabout." 
She spoke with the simplicity and freshness of a 
happy child that had found a great treasure and a 
new joy. Persons brought up in a Protestant 
country find it difficult to realise how entirely un- 
acquainted the masses of Romanists are with prayer, 
as we understand it. They have to do certain reli- 
gious offices by counting beads, crossing themselves, 
repeating aves, and they have to be passively present 
when the priest performs certain offices on their 
behalf. But the idea of asking forgiveness directly 
from God, or of seeking grace to make heart and 
life better, is one which is lodged as a new thing in 
the minds of converts. There are many, we gladly 
own, who rise above their system ; there are many 
devout and prayerful men in the Church of Eome, 
but, as regards the general effect of Romanism upon 
the people, we speak the things that we have seen 
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and heard. The pastors in Belgium often told me 
that the religious sentiment had been destroyed in 
the hearts of the people by the Church of Eome, 
assigning, as it does, an attitude of mere passivity 
to the laity. 

There lives in this hamlet an old woman of 
seventy-five, whom the villagers have good reason 
to know. She was a vixen of ungovemed tongue 
and temper, recognised as the pest of the hamlet. 
Her abuse and her oaths were fearful to hear, and 
her paroxysms of fury were sometimes dangerous. 
On one occasion she chased her own daughter with 
a garden fork to inflict vengeance; the daughter 
owed her safety to her swiftness of foot. , This 
wicked old woman was shunned by her neighbours, 
and was the terror of the young. Since the Gospel 
has been brought to Le Marais she is clothed and 
in her right mind. She said to me, " The Gospel 
of Jesus Christ is all my hope." " And what has 
it done for you ? " " It has made me happy, and it 
has taught me to do a thing I never could do in 
my life before when anything was done which I 
did not like ; it has taught me to forgive others." 
" And how has it taught you this ? " " By showing 
me that, bad as I am, I am forgiven." Her love for 
the temple and for her pastor is great.* One of the 
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" disciple-members," on some offence taken against 
M. Meyhoffer, went back to the Mass. He came to 
this old woman in a passion, abusing his former 
pastor. She quietly rebuked him, saying, " It is 
not like a Christian to speak in that way of any 
man." On one occasion she fell sick ; her recovery 
was despaired of. Her pastor asked her, " Are you 
afraid to die ? " " What ? " she asked in surprise. 
" Are you afraid to die ? " There was some warmth 
in her manner, through all her weakness, when she 
replied, as if almost hurt at the inquiry, " But Jesus 
has died for me." In the beaming, loving counten- 
ance of this old woman, I could not see even a trace 
of the fury which some of the villagers told me was 
once its habitual expression. May she long be 
spared to be a living sermon on the power of the 
Gospel to change the heart and life ! 

We visited a young woman, who a few months 
ago was married in the Eomish Church. Now she 
has entirely left it. The priest called and asked 
her, "Why do you not confess now ?" "I confess 
every day to God, not every month to man." 
Sidonie's husband, to her great joy, has followed in 
her footsteps. The origin of the case was this : her 
father was dying; the priest came to confess the 
man and to administer extreme unction. On enter- 
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ing, he thus accosted the patient, "e/e suis hon 
Diahle: you and I will soon settle this matter." 
The man was so disgusted that he refused to see the 
cur^ again, but welcomed the pastor, whom he had 
already heard preach. He was directed to the 
Saviour, and there was hope in his death. The 
family wished to comply with the old man's desire, 
by burying him with Protestant rites. " If you do 
so," said the curS to the son, " you shall lose your 
situation." It was a foreman's place worth four 
francs a day. " Do as you think right, and so shall 
we," replied the young man's wife. After the inter- 
ment the priest proved as good as his word. The 
place was lost, but the ears of the children of the 
deceased were opened to the Gospel, and some of 
them have received it with the heart, among them 
Sidonie, abovenamed, is a rejoicing Christian. 

Many of the husbands go for the week to Char- 
leroi or Lifege, and return on Saturday. Others go 
for the summer months to France for work. The 
system is dangerous to the interests of awakening 
religion and of family life. We visited such a 
family. "Are you a believer?" I asked the wife. 
" Thank God, I am. My husband became one first. 
I was bigoted, and persecuted him so that he led an 
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uneasy life. But now I have received the Gospel 
and would not give it up for anything." 

Petty persecutions have to he encountered by 
young and old. There is a little girl, of eleven years 
old, who is never missing from the Sabbath school. 
Her parents are careless people and very poor. The 
grandfather is a staunch Romanist One day he 
called the child to him and said, " Marie, I will give 
you a five-franc piece all to yourself, and a pearl 
necklace, and a pair of bottines," — the child glanced 
at her wooden shoes and then at her grandfather 
with delight, as she thought of all these trejasures, 
when he added, — "if you will never go back to the 
Simday school in the temple." There was a moment's 
pause, as she counted the cost, and then came the 
decision from which she has never swerved : " Grand- 
father, I will go to the temple in my sabots'* This 
brave little heart was found shortly before my visit 
reading to a sick widow the account of the resurrec- 
tion of the widow of Nain's son. The story was not 
the less soothing because the feet of the little com- 
forter were in sabots. 

The effects of the Gospel on the lives of the 
people are visible to all. Blasphemy is prevalent 
but speedily disappears among the converts. The 
observance of the Sabbath is at once accepted, and 
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all eyes can see the difference, especially in the 
midst of harvest operations. In passing through 
the villages on Sundays we often found the men 
playing at the favourite game of quilles, or five-pins ; 
in which lead-loaded wooden baUs are hurled 
against the pins. But I was assured that the con- 
verts are not found among the Sunday players. 
Drunkenness yields with more difficulty, but yields. 
One drinker takes a long detour on his way to his 
work to avoid the caiarets, and never trusts himself 
with more than half a franc in his pocket when he 
goes out. The people imderstand that imless they 
mean to give up evil ways they may as well remain 
in the Church of Eome. The moral effect of such 
outward and visible reformation among the inhabi- 
tants of a commune may be easily imagined. Where, 
as in Sart, the work is new, the impression is great. 
There is among the young converts a freshness and ful- 
ness of joy in believing that does one good to witness. 
They have found the pearl of great price, and some 
of them seem to have sold all that they might have 
it. As I went from house to house, and looked on 
one beaming countenance after another, I thought it 
true once more, " there was great joy in that city." 
Nor does one see any reason why, if men and means 
could be found, such blessed work might not be in- 
definitely extended over whole provinces in Belgium. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

PROVINCE OF LifeGB — SERAINO — LI^OE — A PROTESTANT MAR- 
RIAGE — THRIFT AND SOBRIETY — NESSONVAUX AND ITS RIFLE- 
BARRELS — GROWTH OF PROTESTANT INFLUENCE IN THE 
VILLAGES — NATIONAL versttS CLERICAL EDUCATION — SPA — 
HOSTILITY OVERCOME — NEW TEMPLE. 

My second Sabbath was spent in the hospitable 
manse of M. Cacheux at Seraing. His house is 
built over the church ; one has to climb to get to 
it, but once there, the arrangements are most com- 
fortable and compact, and the expense is greatly less 
than would be that of building church and manse 
separately. I may mention that I found there 
boarders from different countries, perfecting their 
knowledge of the French language, and enjoying all 
the advantages of a most agreeable Christian home. 
The congregation has suffered during the crisis 
from a tide of emigration which for a time had ex- 
traordinary prevalence and power. The people 
seemed to fancy, that once in the New World they 
had but to strike the earth with their heels, and 
riches would rush forth. New accessions, however, 
from the Eomish population are filling up the 
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blanks thus made. We had an excellent audience 
at the forenoon service, and at the close there was 
a class for the practice of sacred song, which was 
conducted with much spirit, as was also the Sabbath- 
school in the afternoon. 

M. Durand, the pastor of Lifege, had the kindness 
to come two leagues to Seraing to conduct me to 
his church. Crossing the river Meuse, our walk lay 
by rural pathways through the beautiful woods which 
cover the hills that separate Seraing from Lifege. 
As we descended the slopes towards the noble river, 
the view of Li^ge stretching far along its banks 
was singularly lovely in the evening light. The 
temple is one of the largest in Belgium, and we 
liad a large and earnest audience at six o'clock. 
M. Laveleye, the author of the recent brochure 
which has startled both the ecclesiastical and the 
political world, whose purpose is to prove that 
Eoman Catholic countries are being outstripped in 
material, intellectual, and moral progress by Pro- 
testant countries, is Professor of Political Economy in 
the University of Lifege. Some of his family, with 
whom I had the pleasure of meeting at the close of 
the service, are attached members of this church. 
Not long ago, a daughter of his was married to one 
who was, like many others, a Eoman Catholic in 
name. He would not, however, have the marriage 
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in the Eomish but in the Protestant church. The 
temple was crowded on the occasion: the great 
world of the ancient city was there. As might be 
expected, the event stirred up the enmity of the 
Eomanists, and the Galotin journals openly de- 
nounced the bride and bridegroom as apostates. 
The Protestants gain visibility, and their pastor is 
greatly esteemed in the town. He is an enthusi- 
astic student, generally buried, as I found him 
more than once, among ancient folios of the Ee- 
formation period. He is- at present engaged in an 
inportant theological work, of which the Popish and 
Protestant' world will shortly hear more. The 
night came upon us as we recrossed the hills on our 
return by a path which needs the light of day. It 
was past ten l>efore I reached the manse of Seraing. 
This is one of the great industrial centres of 
Belgium. Seraing is widely known for its " Cocke- 
rill " establishment, in which I found nine thousand 
hands employed, even in the present depression of 
trade. Every process may be seen here, from the 
melting of iron ore to the building of iron bridges 
and of railway engines. The very coal is supplied 
by a deep mine within the walls of the establish- 
ment. I heard complaints of drunkenness here and 
elsewhere; but on inquiry it appeared that the 
scourge is mild compared with what it is at home. 
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I asked our intelligent guide about drunkenness in 
the works. He replied, " Some of them drink too 
much, especially the fumace-men." "Then do your 
men sometimes lose a day's work after receiving 
their wages ? " " Oh no, I never heard of such a 
thing : they would be at once dismissed." The beer 
of the country is a very light and innocent beverage, 
but gin is to some extent used by those who are 
fond of strong drink. On f§te days such men are 
tempted to exceed ; but the sot who is so frequently 
found in the purlieus of our English towns seems 
hardly to exist here. My inquiries about women- 
drunkards were met by a surprised denial of any 
knowledge of such a class. These remarks may not 
be applicable without modification to the province 
of Flanders, of which I had not much opportunity 
of judging, and where I am told the vice is more 
prevalent than in other parts. 

The industry and thrift of the people are very 
great. I had good opportunities of seeing the work- 
ing-classes in their works and in their homes, and I 
nowhere saw people in rags. When on my way to 
hold an evening meeting in the manufacturing town 
of Verviers, I encountered troops of girls leaving the 
mUls. They presented universally a neat appear- 
ance, being clothed in clean and well-fitting garments, 
though made of the most inexpensive material. I 
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could not help contrasting their aspect with that of 
the girls let loose from the mills of Manchester, 
Bolton, and other manufacturing towns at home. 
We must not be above learning from our neighbours. 
Could we but find the means of keeping the curse 
of drunkenness in check, amendment in other respects 
would soon follow. 

Arms great and small are forged in Liege. Rifle- 
barrels are the great manufacture of Nessonvaux, in 
the same province, where there is a thriving Pro- 
testant churcL These barrels are made at private 
forges, worked generally by two men. The Nesson- 
vaux gun-barrels gained some of the highest prizes 
at the London Litemational Exhibition. As might 
be expected, among the best of the workmen are the 
adherents of the temple. Intelligence becomes de- 
veloped, and the converts from Eomamsm are 
gradually forming an upper stratum of industrial 
society in the commune. They are not yet in a 
numerical majority, but still they have weight 
enough of character to exercise the predominating 
influence in municipal matters. Thus, though the 
rich and the great of the land are not to any extent 
won over from the Eomish Church, a process has 
begun which points to the establishment of an ever 
growing influence on the part of the little Protestant 
communities that are rising in the towns, but stUl 
more in the villages of the land. 
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The great start wliich education has taken of 
late years will undoubtedly prove favourable to 
Protestantism. Though teaching will not be entirely 
taken out of the hands of the Church, diplomas 
will in future be required from the masters em- 
ployed, and the great national system of education 
will gradually absorb the teaching of the country. 
As light gets in, the authority of Eome will go out. 

I must not close my jottings on the churches of 
the province of Lifege without some reference to 
the new and interesting work in Spa. Every one 
knows something of this pretty resort of health- 
seekers. When I was there it was filled with 
visitors from England, Eussia, Greece, Eoumania, 
&c. It thus affords a valuable opportunity for the 
wide diffusion of the good seed. I visited the 
excellent Madame K, now an invalid, in whose 
house the work commenced. She told me that it 
had been the subject of her earnest prayer that a 
Protestant church might be begun in Spa. Her 
prayer was answered. The first meeting was held 
in her parlour, with an attendance of five persons, 
of whom two were English ladies. At a subsequent 
meeting they began to distribute tracts to the people, 
when they were checked by an official, who seems 
to have been ignorant of the constitution of his 
country. They inserted a paragraph in the " Gazette," 
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mentioning this unwarrantable interjference, and at 
the meeting of the following week recommenced to 
spread abroad their tracts in the presence of the 
same official " Give your tracts as you please," 
he said, " and put nothing more in the * (Jazette/ " 

This little nucleus soon gathered round them 
earnest Christians of various nationalities who 
reside temporarily or permanently in Spa. Our 
countrywoman, Miss Esther Beamish, has taken a 
lively and practical interest in the work. And 
chiefly through her instrumentality a beautiful 
little church has been reared in the Eue de I'Hotel 
de Ville, on one of the choicest sites in Spa. The 
congregation is still small, but it has doubled since 
the opening of the temple in December 1877. It 
is worthy of note that before the church was built, 
the communal authorities allowed the Protestants 
the gratuitous use of a large and convenient hall 
for their worship; they also granted the site on 
most advantageous terms. This proves at least 
that the movement is recognised as supplying a 
want in the town. 

This interesting efifort is committed meantime to 
the care of Pastor Nicolet of ChSn^e. He is within 
about an hour, by railway, of Spa, which he regularly 
visits twice a week for the purpose of conducting 
worship and of visiting the members of the flock. 
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He was with me in Spa when I visited it, and there 
and then made application to the authorities for 
leave, on behalf of the colporteur of the district, to 
erect a Bible-stand in the open air in the Place 
Eoyale, which is thronged by the visitors daily, 
while music is played at fixed hours by a large 
band. I have not heard the result of the application. 

On the last day of July we held a meeting in 
the new church. The assembly was small, but 
drawn from very varied sources. The histories of 
some that were present were full of interest, but 
may not be recorded here. Among the audience 
was one convert from Eomanism, who was visited 
in a time of family sickness by M. Nicolet. He 
naturally prayed for the father and mother and the 
sick child. When he had done, his host said 
eagerly to him, "M. Nicolet, I do wish I had that 
prayer : I would gladly give you five francs for it." 
The pastor replied, "I may not remember exactly 
what I said, but when I go home I will put it down 
as nearly as I can in writing and send it to you, 
and if you choose to send five francs to the society, 
good and well ; but I do not sell prayers." 

It is greatly to be desired that true Protestants 
when visiting Spa should give their sympathy and 
help to this interesting young " missionary church." 
There are some nominal Protestants in Spa who 
frown upon it. 
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CHAPTEE VII. 

PROVINCE OF HAINAUT — THE BORINAGE — EARLY DAWN— THE SEED 

OF THE GOSPEL IN THE COSTERMONGER's CART— AN AGED 

EVANGELIST— LIGHT IN THE COAL MINE — MELANIE AND VIC- 

/ TORINE — HYMNS VerSUS OATHS — THROUGH A CABARET TO 

WORSHIP — THE NEW DOCTRINE— A NIGHT ESCORT. 

There is a compact and populous district of Hainaut, 
the great seat of the collieries of Belgium, which 
has marked features of its own, and is very much 
a world by itself. It is known as the Borinage. 
The region is traversed in every direction by sub- 
terranean galleries. The effect is seen in the ex- 
cessive draining of the land. I heard complaints 
in certain parts of the constant necessity of water- 
ing the gardens. 

Arriving at the station of Wasmes in the centre 
of this district, I was met by the venerable evan- 
gelist, M. Leffevre, whose acquaintance I had already 
made at the Synod, and in whose house I was to be 
guest. It was Saturday evening, and before the 
light failed I enjoyed a solitary ramble among the 
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scattered cottages. Eich crops, chiefly of wheat, 
fill up the spaces between the great hills of A&yris 
formed at the mouths of the coal mines, and creep 
along, without hedge or ditch, till they touch the 
houses and roads. I met many of the miners re- 
turning all black and grimy from their daily toil, 
the girls being dressed for mining purposes almost 
like the men. In the labours of the field, however, 
and in their homes, they are always attired in their 
women's clothes. From the heights the old and 
elevated town of " Mons," whose name carries you 
back to the days of Julius Caesar, forms a pictur- 
esque object. It is at one extremity of the Borin- 
age, and is not itself a colliery town; it is the 
great mart in which the earnings of the miners are 
spent. The commune of Wasmes contains a popu- 
lation of 1 2,000 souls. 

The village itself is prettily situated on sloping 
ground, and with its neat brick or whitewashed 
houses and green wlets presents a picturesque 
appearance. In some parts the colliers, as if wearied . 
with the grimy conditions of their habitual toil, 
whitewash their cottages twice a year. The rooms 
are large and airy. The miners love fresh air, and 
in our Borinage meetings we never had occasion to 
complain of insufficient ventilation. As might be 
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expected, there is a great deal of rough and hard 
life in this region, but the Gospel is doing a good 
work in many places. 

Protestant churches are more closely planted here 
than, perhaps, in any other part of Belgium. 
Among them are a certain number belonging to the 
" National " Church, whose ministers in this district 
are all reported to be evangelical. My work, how- 
ever, lay among the congregations of the " Christian 
Missionary Church." 

M. Lef^vre, the evangelist, has now attained the 
advanced age of seventy-five years. He has laboured 
in the Gospel ever since his conversion, forty-four 
ye&,rs ago, his faithful and devoted companion in 
the work being his sister, who embraced* the truth 
at the same time. His story is interesting. As a 
young man he had charge of a colliery engine. 
One day a woman stopped at his door with her 
little cart of salt ; he found, however, that she had 
besides her salt some New Testaments for sale, fur- 
nished by the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
which was then carrying on a quiet work in Belgium. 
He purchased one and found its teaching very dif- 
ferent from that of the Eomish Church. He sought 
the counsel of the excellent Pastor Vismes of Dour, 
and soon was a warm adherent of the Gospel. He 
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at once began to tell others the news that had given 
him peace. Gradually a little company gathered 
around him; a hall was procured, a church was 
formed. And thus in his native commune the 
venerable man, knit to his like-minded sister as 
though they had but one life between them, has 
done £l work rich in blessed fruits. As I heard his 
life-story from his own lips, and considered how 
great a harvest had been garnered from the Gospel 
seed hidden in the costermonger's cart, I was 
reminded of Whittier's exquisite rendering of a 
similar incident among the Waldenses : — 

" lady fair, these silks of mine are beautiful and rare — 

The richest web of the Indian loom, which beauty's queen might 

wear ; • 
And my pearls are pure as thy own fair neck, with whose radiant 

light they vie ; 
I have brought ttem with me p, weary way — will my gentle lady 

buy?" 

And my lady smiled on the worn old man through the dark and 

clustering curls, 
Which veiled her brow as she bent to view his silks and glittering 

pearls; 
And she placed their price in the old man's hand, and lightly 

turned away. 
But she paused at the wanderer's earnest caU — "My gentle lady, 

stay!" 

" lady fair, I have yet a gem which a purer lustre flings 
Than the diamond flash of the jewelled crown on the_lofty brow of 
kings — 
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A wonderful pearl of exceeding price, whose yirtue shall not 

decay, 
Whose light shall be as a spell to thee and a blessing on thy 

way!" 

The lady glanced at the mirroring steel where her form of grace 

was seen, 
Where her eyes shone clear and her dark locks waved their clasping 

pearls between ; 
" Bring forth the pearl of exceeding worth, thou traveller gray and 

old. 
And name the price of thy precious gem, and my page shall count 

thy gold ! " 

The cloud went off from the pilgrim's brow, as a small and meagre 

book, 
Unchased with gold or gem of cost, from his folding robe he took ; 
" Here, lady fair, is the pearl of price, may it prove as such to 

thee! 
Nay, keep thy gold, I ask it not, for the Word of God is free ! " 

The hoary traveller went his way, but the gift he left behind 
Hath had its pure and perfect work on that high-bom maiden's 

mind; 
.And she hath turned from the pride of sin to the lowliness of truth, 
And given her human heart to God in its beautiful hour of youth ! 

And she hath left the gray old halls, where an evil faith had 

power. 
The courtly knights of her father's train, and the maidens of her 

bower ; 
And she hath gone to the Vaudois vales, by lordly feet untrod. 
Where the poor and needy of earth are rich in the perfect love of 

God. 



On the morning of the Lord's Day I accompanied 
the aged Evangelist to the Sabbath-school, and at 
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the close distributed among the children tracts and 
gospels, which had been entrusted to me by a friend 
before leaving England. After morning service the 
Lord's Supper was dispensed to a devout and loving 
little company. At the close they shook hands 
with me all round, expressing their warm thanks 
and earnestly inviting my return. Some of them, 
both men and women, accompanied their salutations 
with the apostolic kiss of charity, to which I became 
accustomed in this region. Among the congrega- 
tion was an old woman, the next-door neighbour of 
M. Lefevre, whom for forty years he has in vain 
been trying to bring to the temple. She took 
advantage of the advent of a stranger to break the 
ice, and who can tell whether the prayers of the 
old evangelist on her behalf may not be answered 
before he goes hence. She afterwards remarked, 
" It was good news I heard this morning." 

The afternoon was to be spent at Frameries ; M. 
Ducart, its Evangelist, is likely ere long to become 
a Pastor. He told me that it was through a copy 
of the New Testament falling into his hands, that 
his father became a Protestant. His mother was at 
first greatly opposed to this change. By and by, 
however, she yielded so far as to go half the Sunday 
to mass and half to the temple. On one occasion 
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when devoutly kneeling in cbnich, leading her 
Ereviaiy, she alighted on the words, ''Their idob 
are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. They 
have months, but they speak not ; eyes have they, 
but they see not," &c. She lifted up her eyes and 
beheld the gUded splendours of the Virgin and 
saints. " Surely," she said to herself, " this is very 
like what these words describe." It was the last 
time that she crossed the threshold of the Church of 
Bome. And now her son is faithfully proclaiming 
the Gospel in the district that gave him birth. 

While service was in progress, there was a great 
mustering of bands of music from all the neighbour- 
hood. They are proud of their music and proficient 
in it. The procession stretched far down the 
straggling street. With the sound of trumpet and 
cymbal mingled occasionally the sharp report of 
musketry at the very door of the temple. This is, 
unhappily, too common on the Lord's-day. As a 
friend of mine said to me, "In Belgium we keep 
our secular feasts on Sabbaths, our sacred feasts on 
week-days." He added naively, "Our municipal 
authorities show much more interest in religion and 
juorals than our ecclesiastical authorities." 

I was interested in two girls, Melanie, aged 
twenty, and Victorine, aged eighteen, who were at 
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the service. They rested in the manse, and as they 
went with us in the evening to Boussu, I had a 
good deal of conversation with them, though finding 
the strong patois of the Borinage difficult to inter- 
pret. The two girls belong to Boussu, where, at 
the request of some of the inhabitants, an evange- 
lical work was begun only in February 1878. 
These girls were early interested in the Gospel, and 
are eager to learn more. They had walked several 
miles this morning to the service in Wasmes, re- 
appeared after a similar walk in the afternoon at 
the service in Frameries, and again in the evening 
at the service in their own hamlet of Boussu, 
thunder and mud notwithstanding. Now, consider- 
ing the toil of their daily lives, this is significant. 
The younger had to be at her work in the mine 
next morning at five, and to continue till nine p.m. 
This was to be an extra day ; but every day these 
girls spend twelve or thirteen hours in the mine, 
their pay being fourteenpence. 

I asked what time they had for meals in the 
mines. " Oh, sir," answered Melanie " we don't stop 
labour. We eat a tartine as we work " (a tariine 
being two sandwiched slices of bread and butter), 
" and often the tartine is so penetrated with coal 
dust that we can scarcely eat it." " Do you not sit 
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down even at dinner-time ? " " No, we generally 
have no time to sit down." "Are you not very 
tired then ? " " We are used to it," was her quiet 
reply. The younger of the two had the look of one 
perpetually toil-worn. Yet these simple girls had 
walked through leagues of mud on Sunday to get 
the bread that perishes not. It seemed to me that 
the regulation of women's labour demands the 
attention of the present Liberal Government. 

The names of the girls are characteristic, Melanie 
and Victorine. The Borins delight in magnificent 
names. The girls were plainly but neatly dressed, 
though the morrow's mom would see them go down 
in their men's attire to their toil, 1 800 feet below 
the wheat-fields. They are greatly taken with the 
singing of Sankey's and other hymns. "Do you 
ever sing these hymns as you work in the mine ?" 
" Yes, sometimes we do. You see there is a great 
deal of blasphemy and rough talk down there, and 
we sing that we may not hear it, and that we may 
keep away bad thoughts." I was glad to learn that 
their families are becoming Protestants too, though 
time did not permit me to visit them. As I parted 
with these girls at the door of the hall in which 
service was held, I felt that those at home who 
give or do something to fan the hardly-kindled 
flame of truth among these humble toiling people, 
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do what must be pleasing in the eyes of Him who 
has a place in His heart for each of these little 
ones ; some lives that have little on earth to make 
them g.ttractive are gladdened by one bright ray 
from heaven. 

The only entrance to the preaching-hall at Boussu 
is through a cabaret. A good many people were 
there drinking and chattering, but some of them 
were induced to come with us to the service. The 
hall is the dancing-saloon of the cabaret. It is not 
large, but was crammed, containing perhaps 130 
persons, of whom three-fourths were men. I 
preached to them on John vii. 37, "If any man 
thirst, let him come unto Me and drink." The 
silence was profound, the faces of the audience 
were a study. AU were eager, but it was easy to 
see that to some the doctrine was new and start- 
ling, and that in the case of others intelligence was 
just beginning to be stirred. To a portion of the 
audience the glad tidings were already becoming 
familiar. In the adjoining house we saw a girl of 
sixteen summers, who is in sinking health, and was 
unable to come to the meeting. Her mother has 
received the Gospel, and looks anxiously for the 
signs of its entry into the heart of her sick child. 
We were refreshed as we left the house with a cup 
of cold coffee, the favourite beverage of the Borins. 
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A number of the men accompanied us a great 
part of our way back to Wasmes, through wheat- 
fields, and along the railways which everywhere 
serve the coal mines. Some of them proved to be 
most intelligent as weU as earnest mien. I had 
difficulty in realising that they spend six days of 
the week in the dust and darkness of " La Fosse," 
their wages being at present 2s, id. a day. They 
were all well-dressed, espebiaUy in the one article 
in which they take pride. Their shirts were of as 
spotless white as any that could be seen in Regent 
Street. Our conversation turned a good deal upon 
the value of the Sabbath, with which these sons of 
toil are much impressed. Reaching the house of 
one of them, we were constrained to enter, and to 
partake in his roomy apartment of a cup of strong 
coffee — hot this time — hastily prepared by his 
active wife. Then our party broke up, not without 
sincere regrets on the part of some of us. Evan- 
gelist Ducart and I pursued more silently the 
remainder of our way through the darkness to our 
home in Wasmes. The restless night which fol- 
lowed, I connected as much with the hospitalities 
of these kind people finding expression in strong 
cofTee, as to the fatigue and excitements of a most 
interesting day. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE BORINAGB CONTINUED — QUAREGNON— A PROTESTANT INTER- 
MENT — THE GOSPEL BY THE GRAVE— SONGS IN THE NIGHT — 
DECLINE OF PRIESTLY RULE— MISSION OF THE BELGIC CHURCH* 

A half-hour's walk on Monday morning brought 
us to Quaregnon and the house of Pastor Perregaux. 
In the evening we had a good meeting in the 
temple, a number of Roman Catholics, who would 
not enter, hearing at the open windows what was 
said on " No condemnation." 

Nelt morning a funeral was to take place. I 
was glad of the opportunity of being present, as in 
that country interments afford one of the principal 
occasions for declaring the Gospel to Romanists. 
The deceased was an aged pilgrim of four-score 
years. Some of her children and grandchildren like 
herself had embraced the Gospel, but not all. One 
married daughter, learning that her mother was 
dying, thought it her duty to make a last effort to 
restore her to the faith of her fathers. She sought 
her and said, "Mother, have you really left the 
Church? Will you not accept the services of a 
priest ere you die, and be like the rest of us?" 
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" No," she said firmly, " I will die in the belief of 
the Gospel, and I shall be better off than those who 
will not accept it." 

The chamber in which we met, was, as is usual 
with the coUiers, roomy and clean, being well 
whitewashed. It was crowded with relatives and 
friends, doors were open at both front and back, and 
a number of men stood around the door step, though 
the forenoon sun beat fiercely on their uncovered 
heads. M. Perregaux read from the fifth chapter 
of the Epistle to the Komans, and gave, during half 
an hour, a clear exposition and earnest enforcement 
of the doctrine of justification by faith. He ended 
by saying, " Our aged sister died with firm trust in 
Jesus Christ her substitute ; she had the faith of a 
little child ! " After prayer, the bier was reverently 
carried by four friends of the family to the cemetery. 
The friends forming the procession were chiefly 
dressed in black, the women wearing snow-white 
caps. M. Perregaux and I walked in front of the 
coffin. Our route lay through the long straggling 
village of Monsville. Groups filled the door- ways 
to watch us passing, and all respectfully saluted us. 
Formerly this was not done, a Protestant burial 
being looked upon as akin to a heathen burial. 
But prejudices are being removed. 

On reaching the gate of the cemetery, the pro- 
cession received a considerable accession of men and 
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women in their working clothes. We proceeded to 
the Protestant section of the burying-ground. A 
circle was formed around the grave, partial shelter 
from the intense heat of the. mid-day sun being 
supplied by the high wall of the cemetery. At M. 
Perregaux's request I addressed the people on the 
words, "I am the Eesurrection and the Life," 
pointing the bereaved to the true ground of con- 
solation. After this the Pastor took a spadeful of 
earth, scattering it in three portions on the cofl&n, 
as he repeated three appropriate texts ; prayer was 
then offered. I was assured that three - fourths 
of the company were Eomanists. As we left the 
cemetery I felt better able to understand how the 
seed of the Gospel is often lodged in the hearts of 
Eomanists at Protestant interments. The number 
present might approach a hundred and fifty, though 
the person buried was in quite a humble position 
in life. When persons of note in the villages are 
interred the gatherings are often very large. We 
did not on this occasion sing hymns — as they 
generally do — ^being rather weak in Protestant 
voices, and fearing to protract the service in the 
heat. An interment case involving the liberties of 
Protestants was tested at Sart-Dame-Avelines (of 
which we have previously spoken), at the outset of 
the work * there. An adversary interrupted the 
solemnities of a burial service, by rude whistling 
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and cock-crowing. He was tried and acquitted by 
the local authorities, but on appeal to the Supreme 
Tribunal at Brussels, the decision was reversed, 
and the ofifender was condemned to fourteen days* 
imprisonment and a money fine. Since then, Pro- 
testant interments have been undisturbed. 

It was with no small' regret that I left my friends 
of the Borinage, and closed three weeks of most 
interesting work among the Belgians. The seed 
of the truth, where cast, has been wonderfully 
prospered. The hearts of many are made glad by 
good tidings to which they had never listened tiU 
lately. I was interested in hearing from one of 
the Borinage pastors that he was often awakened 
at two or three in the morning by the voices of 
the young people of both sexes singing Sankey's 
hymns on their way to their work in the coal 
mines. The Eomish youths had picked up both 
words and tunes from the Protestant youths, who 
learn them in the Sunday-schools, and the voices 
of all disturbed the stillness of the night as they 
joined in a common chorus. In another district 
I was told in a number of cottages that, so anxious 
were all to get to the meetings we were to hold in 
the evening, that they had been casting lots to 
determine who were to have the privilege. It 
refreshes one's faith to see how these dear people 
in some communes are made glad by the Gospel. 
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Even among persons making no serious profes- 
sion, there is a revolt against the aged, but not 
honoured, superstitions of Eome. One great cause 
of this is found in the frightful immorality and 
corruption of many of the priests. This feature 
is not new ; but the liberty of the Press has given 
general currency to indisputable facts, established 
before the tribunals of the land, of such a kind as 
we cannot transfer to these pages. It would be 
scarcely possible to know such things and to submit 
any longer to priestly rule. The absolute liberty, 
too, which the people enjoy under their constitu- 
tional government; is hostile to the tyranny of 
superstition. The rapid progress of education is 
quietly but surely undermining a kingdom whose 
foundation is darkness. We have already noted 
one instance in which a sincere soul found enough 
of the Bible in the Breviary to lead her to abandon 
the Church of Kome. I heard of various examples 
of the same kind. An effective argument is drawn 
from the chajpelet A chapelet begins with three great 
beads, which represent prayers to the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Then come ten smaller 
beads for the Virgin, and one for God, ten for the 
Virgin and one for God, and so on. It follows that 
in telling the beads of their chapelet they pray about 
ten times to the Virgin for one time that they pray 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



8o The Belgian Churches. 

to God. When this is brought before them it some- 
times produces a great efifect. 

These matters are freely discussed in villages into 
which the Gospel is introduced, and neither priestly 
argument nor priestly anathema can remove the 
scandal of them. 

It seems as if the game of the mystery of iniquity 
in this land were nearly played out: superstition, 
falsehood, immorality, have begun to work their own 
cure. The land wUl submit to them no longer. 
Could a nobler work be undertaken than that of 
the "Christian Missionary Church," which, with 
feeble means but strong faith, seeks to proclaim in 
their stead the truth as it is in Jesus ? 

Or could the Church of Christ at home do a 
service more acceptable to the Master, than by 
stretching out her hand to help that Missionary 
Church whose faith is great, whose labours are 
ceaseless, whose fields are white unto the harvest, 
but whose means are small ? Her organisation is 
complete. Help rendered to her is not squandered 
in new machinery, but goes right to the support of 
the work. The crumbs from our table would be 
riches and strength to that struggling band. But 
whether we help our brothers, or whether we for- 
bear, the Lord is blessing them, and they shall be 
blessed. 

PKINTKU BY BALLANTYNB. HANSON AND CO. 
EDINBURGH AND LONDON 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



/ 



'Ss 






Digitiz.e£iiii.^O OQ IC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



